QUARTERLY REPORT TO AMS
FINANCE OFFICE

3. Submission from Student Legal Fund Society

GROUP NAME
DATE

STUDENT LEGAL FUND SOCIETY
NOVEMBER 5, 2019

TOTAL DOLLAR
RECEIVED

$0.00

TOTAL DOLLAR
SPENT

$22,767.68

PREPARED BY

Roshni Pendse, President
Jerome Goddard, Treasurer

DESCRIPTION

The Student Legal Fund Society (SLFS) was founded in order to support
litigation, advocacy, and lobbying for improved education and access to
education at UBC, addressing matters of law that set a broad precedent
concerning UBC students. Cases that receive approval are funded through a
$1.00 per student fee collected each year, in addition to the board’s surplus
from previous years. We strive to spend our annual budget responsibly and
transparently, and with over a half million dollars of fees held in reserve, the
SLFS is one of the largest not-for-profit organizations at UBC. Aside from case
funding, we are actively working to improve visibility of the services we provide,
largely through advertising and community engagement. Recent examples
include a signed agreement with the Law Student Legal Advice Program
(LSLAP), ensuring UBC students have priority access to free legal advice, and
workshops that aim to educate the student population on issues pertaining to
them.

Provide a summary
of what your funds
were used for

PROJECTION
Describe expected
expenditures and
income in the next
quarter

The remaining $6,500 will be paid out on January 1, 2020 from our MOU of with
LSLAP. Funding has also been set aside for advocacy and civil rights workshops
with the AMS External Office, Resource Groups and the AMS Sexual Assault
Support Centre. Funding will also be used for more advertising and promotion
to increase awareness of the SLFS and LSLAP’s free legal clinics. The Student
Legal Fund Society has also an outreach and administrative assistant to aid in
the day to day operations of the society.
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BENEFITS
Describe how the
funds usage
benefited the
student body

RISKS
Describe any risks
your group expects
in the next quarter

All students now have access to a year-long legal clinic run by the Allard Hall
Law Student Legal Assistance Program. From this partnership, data will be
collected to understand the systematic legal barriers student face. Test cases
will be referred to SLFS’ Litigation Committee, and funding will be provided if
cases set a broad precedent concerning UBC students.

For many years, an audit of the Student Legal Fund Society’s accounts has not
been conducted. The Board will endeavour to have this done soon.
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