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Proposed Bylaws Changes: Removal of Student Court

Summary of Proposed Changes

The AMS is excited to be proposing the following package of Bylaw changes for consideration at
the 2020 Annual General Meeting. The amendments included in this package are mostly
operational, and are intended to modernize AMS Bylaws and ensure our systems are working
efficiently and fairly for our members and staff.

Why are these changes being made?

The elimination of the AMS Student Court serves multiple purposes in streamlining the
Society’s Bylaws. First, the Student Court has been a defunct body for nearly a decade that
no longer functions nor serves a purpose. Although the body previously held jurisdiction over
reviews of referendum questions and violations of the Society’s Code, Bylaws, and
Constitution, the decisions of the Court were still subject to the approval of the AMS Council.
This historically has led to situations where the AMS Council, composed of elected
representatives from all faculties and schools, rejected rulings of the Court. As a result, the
Court was redundant and served more as a barrier, since it required logistical resources and
demanded that students hold a strong working knowledge of AMS governance policies and
structures.

Currently, the elected AMS Council remains the highest governance body that reviews
referendum questions and violations of the Society’s Constitution, Code, and Bylaws. The
intention of these changes is to update AMS Bylaws to reflect this.

All of the proposed changes in this package have already been brought to the membership in
referendums in 2018, 2019, and 2020. In 2019 and 2020, changes to Student Court were
included as part of a larger omnibus package.

On all occasions, the package received a significantly higher number of YES votes to NO votes,
but failed to pass due to not hitting a quorum of approximately 4700 YES votes. Here are the
results from all relevant referendumes:



2018 General Election and Referendum

2019 General Election and Referendum

YES: 2887 (66.6%)
NO: 1446 (33.4%)

YES: 4369 (76.6%)
NO: 1335 (23.4%)

2020 General Election and Referendum

2020 Special Election and Referendum

YES: 1677 (60.8%)
NO: 1083 (39.2%)

YES: 3549 (87.2%)
NO: 520 (12.8%)

This package will be brought forward for adoption as an omnibus package at the Annual General
Meeting. This means that the following proposed changes will be voted on all at once.

You can find a summary of the changes below. Relevant sections are highlighted. Proposed
deletions are indicated with a strikethrotugh, and proposed additions with bolded italics.

Bylaw 1 Removal of Student Court Definition

€Eotrt—shal-mean-the-studentcourtof-the Society

Bylaw (2)(2)(b)

Removal of mention of Student Court from Expulsion procedures.

2. Expulsion From the Society

A Member ceases to be a member of the Society upon:

(a) falling to meet the requirements as set out in Bylaw 2(1); or

Removal of mention of Student Court from Referendum

Bylaw 4(3)

Procedures.

3. Subject to Bylaw 4(5), a referendum shall be put to the members not less than ten (10) days
and not more than thirty (30) days after the passing of a Resolution of Council calling for the
referendum or the submission to the Vice-President Academic and University Affairs of a



petition referred to in Bylaw 4(1)(b) and conforming to the rules in Bylaw 4(2). errettess-than













