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About The Thingery

The Thingery is the parent organization of 

neighbourhood Thingery branches. We’re a 

dedicated team of developers, designers and 

community organizers that focus on the 

development and ongoing operations of 

neighbourhood equipment lending libraries we 

call Thingeries.

A Thingery site is a neighbourhood

equipmentlending library housed in a modified 

shipping container. Each container is self-

service, so members can check things in and 

out at their convenience.



Thingery Sites in Vancouver

Since 2016, The Thingery has been 

establishing sites in the Metro 

Vancouver region. The Thingery gives 

communities access to equipment that 

helps them pursue their passions, 

eliminating the need to own or store 

any of it.

We currently operate three sites in the 

Metro Vancouver region. Collectively, 

more than 500 Thingery members 

have access to over 300 pieces of 

equipment.



What’s the Thingery’s Impact?

A Thingery helps create 

more resilient 

communities by reducing 

a person’s ecological 

footprint, strengthening 

social connections, and 

assisting in emergency 

preparedness. 



Our work at UBC

In January of 2021, we engaged with over 69 

students and 18 club representatives at UBC to 

better understand the demand for shared 

equipment. 

This research demonstrated:

1. A high level of interest (81%) within the

community to share more with their peers.

2. That participants consider The Thingery an

initiative that would allow them to lower their

ecological footprint and save money.

3. A large group of community members are 

willing to act as the initial working group for The 

Thingery’s development.



Engagement Survey Results 
Students & Residents



Results - Demographics

We’ll begin our report 

with a breakdown of the 

demographics of 

students we engaged 

with through this survey.

…. 

Over 30% of respondents lived West 

of Alma Street. 



Results - Demographics

35 years – Was the 

average age for respondents 

who reported to work on 

campus. 

25 years – Was the 

average age for respondents 

who reported to be a student 

at UBC. 



Results - Demographics

3 years – Was the average 

time a student report to have 

attended UBC

1 year – Was the average time 

a respondent reported to have 

worked at/around UBC.



Results – Sharing Habits at UBC
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Results – Sharing Habits at UBC

• Varsity Outdoors Club

• Bike Kitchen

• Rec Centre

• Photography Club
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Results – Interest In a Thingery
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Engagement Survey Results 
Clubs



Club Results - Demographics

Position in Club:

• 15/19 respondents were 

either the “President” or 

“Co-President”



Club Results – Interest In a Thingery

4 years – Was the average 

time a club representative 

reported to have attended 

UBC

3 years – Was the average 

time a club representative had 

reported have worked 

at/around UBC.



Club Results – Sharing History & 

Interest

Equipment Shared:

• Power tools

• Outdoor Equipment

• Sewing Equipment

• Audio Video Equipment



Club Results – Sharing History & 

Interest

• Audio/Video Equipment

• Craft Supplies/Poster Making

• Large Power Tools

• Event & Entertainment Equipment



Club Results – Sharing History & 

Interest



Our Process To Date

The Thingery has been working closely with the 

AMS since 2020 planning for a Thingery at 

UBC.  During this planning process, The 

Thingery and AMS representatives have been 

soliciting input from students and stakeholders 

to ensure the Thingery pilot at UBC campus is a 

success. 

To date we have engaged with:
• 69 students

• 18 clubs representatives

• AMS Operations Committee

• AMS Sustainability Committee



Budget Breakdown

Thingery Contribution AMS Contribution (Fund)

Capital Costs Equipment – Thingery will help co-

ordinate a donation drive – anticipated to 

raise at least $5000 in equipment

$5000 (In-Kind) Equipment – We are asking for the AMS to 

provide $5000 in funding to go directly 

towards acquiring equipment to be shared 

through the Thingery’s inventory.

$5000 (Sustainability Projects 

Fund)

Site Infrastructure

• Painting ~$1500.

• Exterior cladding ~$2000

• Shelving and access control system 

~$5000

$8500 (Cash) Site Infrastructure – The development of 

the “shell” of the Thingery site, including:

design and permitting, the enclosure of the 

space and any doors/windows for the space, 

the supply of electricity and electrical 

outlets/lights to the space and proper 
heating and ventilation to the space. = 
~$25,000

~$25,000 (Capital Projects Fund)

Weekly Maintenance The Thingery will provide the staffing 

and co-ordinate any volunteers 

necessary to maintain the Thingery site 
and equipment. 

Ongoing We are asking for the AMS to provide $3500 

in the initial activation of the site. These 

costs include community meetings, 

surveying the community, and the costs of 
forming a working group.

$3500 (Innovative Projects Fund)

Programming The Thingery will ensure that the 

programming for the site is promoted on 

our social media, updated on our 

website and cross promoted to like-
minded organizations. 

Ongoing We are asking the AMS for $5000 towards 

programming events and workshops on 

campus. These workshops will focus on 

repair and introductory workshops to help 
member participate in new endeavors. 

$5000 (Sustainability Projects 

Fund)

TOTALS $13,500 $38,5000



Next Steps

With the approval of the Thingery

space within the AMS building, 

the Thingery team is ready to 

immediately start planning for the 

installation. 

We’ll be working with members 

of the AMS team to secure a 

permit and then anticipating a 

launch in the fall of 2021. 
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