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BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council adopt the following report from the Governance Committee: 
"Code Changes 2022 Constituency Appeals" and thus amend the Code as recommended. 

Alina Teddy

Kamil, Chair of Governance Committee

Governance Committee Select

✔

N/A

1.  Code Changes 2022 Constituency Appeals
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DESCRIPTION & 
RATIONALE 

BENEFITS 
Reputational, 

Financial, 
Sustainable, Social 

RISKS 
Financial, 

Operational, 
Reputational 

COSTS 
Financial, 

Resources, Lifecycle 

TIMELINE 
Implementation 

Timeline 

CONSULTATION 
Internal & External 

Groups 

This Code change was made on the basis of the report submitted by the Elections Appeal 
Committee identifying several recommendations and issues for the Governance Committee 
 to address. One of these issues was the fact that the AMS Elections Committee and the AMS 
Elections Appeals Committee do not have the power to intervene if a Constituency violates its 
own election rules. In the most recent SUS election this was an issue and as we all know was 
discussed at length within the Appeals Committee. This also contributed to the Appeals 
Committee being hesitant to intervene and make a ruling.  
 
This Code change hopes to rectify the issue by allowing an appellant to appeal directly to the 
Elections Committee if their constituency does not respond within a reasonable amount of time. 
Essentially, this Code change says that if an appellant feels they need to appeal then they should 
go to the Constituency Appeal Committee, however if they don't respond or give a very 
unreasonable timeline the appellant can then directly appeal to AMS Elections Committee and 
then the AMS Elections Appeal Committee if they choose to take it that far.   

It gives the Elections Committee and the Elections Appeal Committee the legitimacy they need to 
intervene on election disputes and make rulings that are reflective of a thorough appeals 
process. It also allows the appellant to receive efficient responses to their concerns. 

Constituencies may feel as though the AMS is overstepping and intruding on their elections 
processes by cutting them out of the picture in certain cases. 

This Code change will come into effect once approved by Council. 


