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Encouraging UBC Board of Governors to Divest from Companies Complicit in Israeli Apartheid 

23/03/2022

Whereas the United Nations Security Council resolution 2334 has declared that Israeli 
settlements in the Palestinian Territories are a "flagrant violation of international law" and that 
they violate Palestinian human rights. 
 
Whereas the United Nations has produced a database of companies which are wrongly 
contributing to the development of these illegal settlements. 
 
And whereas this UN database includes six companies, shares of which are held by the 
University of British Columbia: Motorola Solutions Inc, General Mills Inc, Partner 
Communications Ltd, Bezeq the Israeli Telecommunications Corporation, Cellcom Israel Ltd, 
and Bank Hapoalim BM. 
 
Whereas UBC also holds shares in three other companies that have been cited and 
documented by Investigate (produced by the American Friends Service Committee) and 
Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East to be violating Palestinian human rights: 
Caterpillar, Hewlett Packard and Lockheed Martin. 
 
And whereas UBC has a responsible investment policy and has signed onto the United 
Nations responsible investment program. 
 
Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the AMS will urge UBC and the Board of Governors to 
direct the UBC Endowment Fund to divest from the nine companies mentioned above. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the AMS will release a statement condemning the Israeli 
state's system of apartheid and its occupation of Palestine.

Kamil Sylvia

Eshana Bhangu, Chair of Advocacy Committee 

Advocacy Committee Select

✔

N/A

1.  Attachment #1
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Resources, Lifecycle 
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Implementation 
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CONSULTATION 
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The Advocacy Committee unanimously approved the above motion after a compelling 
presentation from a coalition of 20 student groups led by the Social Justice Centre. There are two 
clear asks from this motion, the first being a letter sent on behalf of AMS Council to the UBC 
Board of Governors encouraging them to divest from 9 companies that have been recognized by 
various groups, including the United Nations as committing human rights violations against the  
Palestinian people. The second ask is that the AMS release a statement condemning Israeli 
apartheid.  
 
The Committee approved this motion while making several considerations. The first is 
recognizing that there is precedent for such a motion. The major two being one motion in the 
50's that condemned South African apartheid and another made last year condemning the 
human rights violations in Hong Kong. There were also strong considerations made recognizing 
that these actions would not be the condemnation of Israeli students but rather the actions of 9 
companies and a specific government. 

This would show a further commitment of the AMS in recognizing, speaking out, and acting 
against groups and states that commit human rights violations. It also would be action that is in 
direct response to the calls of over 20 groups on campus. 

In discussions at Advocacy Committee there were concerns brought up that this could increase 
the amount of anti-semitic hate crimes on campus.  

N/A

The letter and statement would both be put out as soon as possible following approval. 

N/A


