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RE: UBC SORORITIES LETTER OF APPEAL FOR MOTION OF DECONSTITUTION
March 31, 2022

To the AMS Office of the VP Administration:

This letter is to formally appeal the pending motion for deconstitution of UBC Sororities as
an AMS Club, scheduled on the April 8 meeting agenda of the AMS Operations
Committee.

We understand the motion for deconstitution has been added to the AMS Operations
Committee agenda in response to our inability to make any amendments to our club’s
bylaws provided the complex international structure of our organization, in addition to the
inconsistencies between our club’s bylaws and AMS policies, as outlined in the UBC
Sororities Club Bylaws Review Findings.

However, we also understand that in accordance with the AMS Operations Committee
Policy Manual Section 4.3(g), “any surplus monies in the club’s accounts shall be
transferred into the Clubs Benefit Fund after four (4) months following the club’s
deconstitution”. This potential impact is extremely concerning to our organization. Losing
our account balance would be detrimental to UBC Sororities in terms of operations and
has the potential to result in a cessation of activities. As of March 25, we have been
informed that the total AMS Club account balance of UBC Sororities is $161,650.29 CAD.
Our funds come from our members and are used to create programming and
opportunities for all of our members. In addition, this money is crucial for maintaining our
day-to-day operations.

If UBC Sororities were to be deconstituted, UBC Sororities will have no choice, but to
pursue firm legal action against the AMS for unjustified custody of the $161,650.29 CAD.

It is largely recognized that UBC Sororities is one of the largest student-run organizations on
campus that has a long history, spanning decades, at both UBC and the AMS, and
Internationally.

We are a community of 800+ strong women and have been enhancing the university
experience by congregating friendships, academics, athletics, community involvement,
and leadership development into a diverse community. Women's-only sororities were
founded to provide a crucial support system for collegiate women in environments that
were anything but welcoming. While campus culture—including here at UBC—has
changed dramatically, there remains a role and need for women’s-only spaces that
foster leadership opportunities, opportunities for mentorship and a safe social environment
for women to support one another
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If the AMS removes recognition and our account balance, it will not only jeopardize the
opportunities available to the 800+ members of UBC Sororities but would ignore the
contributions the sorority community makes more broadly to the campus, Vancouver
community and internationally.

We urge the AMS to understand that retaining custody of our club’s account balance is
completely unacceptable and would drastically impact the experience of our members
and our organization.

At this fime, we are actively retaining legal counsel, however, we are willing to avoid
pursuing legal action if an agreement can be made immediately to guarantee a transfer
of the full account balance of $161,650.29 CAD from the AMS to UBC Sororities. We
strongly encourage the AMS to understand the harm our organization would incur by
losing our club account balance and the negative impact a decision of that severity
would have on our members and the UBC student community at large.

Sincerely,

UBC Sororities



