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STUDENT COUNCIL MINUTES 

  

******** 

Guests: Michael Kingsmill (AMS Design Office), Mimi Neufeld (AMS Policy), Elif Kayali 
(Ubyssey), Khushi Patil (Ubyssey), Tina Yong (Ubyssey), Lorris Leung (AMS Services), 
Keith Hester (Managing Director), Sheldon Goldfarb (Clerk of Council), Joanne Pickford 
(Admin Assistant)   

 
A) Call to order: 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:05 pm. 

 

B) Territorial Acknowledgement:  

 

The Speaker: 

 UBC, the AMS Nest, and Vancouver are on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded 

territories of the hul'q'umi'num-speaking Musqueam and Tsleil-Waututh people. 

 These lands were never formally given up by the people with the legal rights to them.  

 We need to incorporate that fact into our work. 

 

C) Approval of the Agenda 

 

1. MOVED COLE EVANS, SECONDED KATHERINE FENG: 

 

 “That the agenda be amended to add a discussion on elections, also the election appeals 

decision, and a motion about the hours of the Chief Electoral Officer.” 

 … No objections 

 

2. MOVED COLE EVANS SECONDED MINA CHIEW: 

 

“That the agenda be accepted as amended.” 

 ... No objections 

 

Membership and Attendance: Introductions, new members, declaration of vacancies 

 

New members:  

 

Vacancies: Journalism, Population & Public Health, Audiology, GSS x 2 

 

Goodbyes:  

 

D) Speaker’s Business and Remarks (5 minutes) [SCD360-22], [SCD361-22] 

 Two reports from the Election Appeals Committees.  

o The decisions were unanimous. 

 Please engage in these meetings. 

 It’s important you use your opportunity to participate. 
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 Feel free to contact me through Zoom chat. 

 Feel comfortable in this space. 

 Use your mental health coverage. 

 

E) Statements from Students at Large (3 minutes each) 

 

F) Approval of Minutes of Council and Committees 

 

3. MOVED MATHEW HO, SECONDED SAAD SHOAIB: 

 

“That the following minutes be accepted as presented.” 

 

Presidents Council minutes dated January 13, 2022 [SCD362-22] 

HR Committee minutes dated February 2, 2022 [SCD363-22] 

Finance Committee minutes dated February 11, 2022 [SCD364-22] 

Governance Committee minutes dated February 7, 2022 [SCD365-22] 

Governance Committee minutes dated February 14, 2022 [SCD366-22] 

 

 … No objections 

G) Consent Items 

 
Consent Items Requiring a Simple Majority 

 

The Speaker declared a conflict of interest on this motion. 

 

Katherine Feng assumed the Chair. 

 

4. MOVED ROMINA HAJIZADEH, SECONDED   

 

From the HR Committee [SCD367-22] 

"That Council accept the Speaker of Council job description as presented." 

 … No objections 

 

The Speaker resumed the Chair. 

 

Consent Items Requiring a Two-Thirds (2/3rds Majority) 

 

H) Presentations and Accompanying Motions 

 

Gallery Renovations – Michael Kingsmill [SCD368-22]  

 This is a follow-up to the presentation on Gallery furniture. 

 Tonight is about the Reimagining of the Lounge. 

 This has been brewing for a few months. 

 Originally, the space was for an upscale restaurant called the Perch. 

 Now the idea is to create something intimate and comfortable. 

 The space has a mix of materials now, including furniture hand-me-downs. 
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 How we developed the concept: 

o Critical analysis. 

o Consulting users. 

 Looked at the entrance. 

 Looked at the interior space levels. 

 Developed zoning plan. 

o Dance floor near patio. 

o Conversational seating area. 

o Arcade area. 

 Other changes: 

o Replace current flooring with wood flooring. 

o Replace glass tiles on bar with wood facings. 

o Move towards darker earth tones. 

o Install a drop ceiling over a portion of the main seating area to address the 

scale issue. 

o Replace fluorescent lights with more subdued ambient lighting. 

 An arcade will be by the north window, out of the main area, with acoustic padding. 

 New entry with a mural. 

 You already approved $64,000 for furniture, and we’ve issued a purchase order for that. 

 Now the main funding: $154,000, mainly for flooring. 

 With taxes this will come to about $181,000. 

 Will be coming back next time with a motion. 

 Construction is to start up in early May and be complete by mid-August. 

 

Questions 

Cole Evans: 

 This is an exciting project. 

 Will help us be competitive with all the new outlets in the area. 

 

Mathew Ho: 

 Will food service be impacted by construction? 

 

Michael Kingsmill: 

 We will continue operations as much as possible. 

 There will be a closure for a week to do the flooring. 

 Also three days for the ceiling. 

 Current staff will be deployed elsewhere. 

 Patrons will have to go to one of our other outlets. 

 

Mathew Ho: 

 Will there be an effect on Gallery revenue? 

 

Michael Kingsmill: 

 There will be a loss of income during three weeks overall. 

 For dollar amounts, I turn to Keith. 

 It’s still COVID and summer, so the capacity is not that high. 
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 Will work around external events like weddings. 

 

Keith Hester: 

 Any loss of income will be offset by some extra bookings. 

 

 

Sexual Violence and Respectful Workplace Policy Reviews – Mimi Neufeld (Policy 

Advisor)    [SCD369-22], [SCD370-22], [SCD371-22], [SCD372-22] 

 

Mimi Neufeld: 

 Updates to Policies I-17 and I-18 on Sexual Violence and Respectful Community. 

 I-17 states that we have zero tolerance for sexual violence. 

 I-18 is meant to ensure that all individuals are treated with respect, free of bullying, 

harassment, discrimination, and violence. 

 Both were up for review by the Executive last August. 

 The two policies are usually discussed together. 

 The Executive Committee has been busy, so the review has been delegated to me 

and to Dana Turdy, the President’s Strategy and Governance Lead. 

 History: 

o May 2016: UBC’s Sexual Misconduct Policy. 

o December 2017: The AMS began developing its own policies to provide an 

alternative institutional response and to fill in organizational gaps. 

o Both policies were approved August 2019. 

o Work began on updating the policies in June 2021. 

o Drafts in September. 

o I was brought on to help in October, when it became clear we needed to make 

substantial changes to the old policies. 

o Met with experts across campus.  Also an external consultant (Bakau Consulting). 

o More research during the fall. 

o January: community consultation. 

 

5. MOVED COLE EVANS, SECONDED SAAD SHOAIB:  

 

 “That the time for the presentation be extended by five minutes.” 

… No objections 

 

Mimi Neufeld (continuing): 

 For consultation: 
o Creating surveys. 
o Targeted engagement with clubs and other groups.  

 Drafting. 

 Developing an education plan. 

 Presented to the Executive Committee in December. 

 Major changes: 
o Reassessing principles and values; need to flesh those out. 
o The policies need resources: money, staff, education, the capacity to do things. 
o Response, Disclosures, Supports, Assists: need to clarify. 
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o Need to provide training. 
o Want to add Prevention Education: need to clarify that everyone needs to know 

about these policies. 
o Reporting, Investigations, Adjudication: need correct procedures, trained staff. 

 The policies must be person-centric, trauma-informed, and legally compliant. 

 

Cole Evans: 

 Mimi and Dana have worked hard on these policies. 

 These are two of our most significant policies. 

 Hoping to wrap up by the end of the fiscal year. 

 

I) Executive and Committee Motions 

 

6. MOVED COLE EVANS, SECONDED SAAD SHOAIB:  [SCD373-22], [SCD374-22]  

 

From the Governance Committee  

“Be it resolved that Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code 

Changes 2022: SSM and Committees’ and thus amend the Code as recommended.” 

 

Note: Requires 2/3rds 

 

Saad Shoaib: 

 This Code change is to ensure there is no conflict of interest involving the Student 

Services Manager. 

 The intention is not to remove Mitchell; it’s for the future. 

 

Cole Evans: 

 Then we should make it effective May 1. 

 

Saad Shoaib: 

 I’d accept that as a friendly amendment. 

 

Keith Hester: 

 Should we look at this for all employees and not just for the Student Services Manager? 

 

Saad Shoaib: 

 The rationale was more that the SSM is like an Executive. 

 We did discuss the issue of Board and Senate reps on committees. 

 Don’t think there’s a similar conflict for other employees: they’re not in charge of 

budgets. 

 

Keith Hester: 

 I raise the point because two years ago there was an employee with a vote on the 

Finance Committee and we were discussing their wages. 
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Saad Shoaib: 

 We can discuss this further at the Governance Committee. 

 

7. MOVED COLE EVANS, SECONDED SAAD SHOAIB:  

  

From the Governance Committee  

“Be it resolved that Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code 

Changes 2022: SSM and Committees’ and thus amend the Code as recommended. 

 

Be it further resolved that this Code change not take effect until May 1, 2022.” 

 

Note: Requires 2/3rds 

… Carried 

 

For (14): Cole Evans, Lauren Benson, Cole Quist, Mathew Ho, Emily Reid, Ivran Rai, 

Gabrielle Matheson, Micah Mizushima, Sophie Penniman, Teddy O’Donnell, Kiera 

Vandeborne, Katherine Feng, Avery Chan, Shadia Qubti 

 

Abstained: Minaho Chiew 

  

8. MOVED SAAD SHOAIB, SECONDED COLE EVANS: [SCD375-22], [SCD376-22] 

 

From the Governance Committee  

“That Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code Changes 2022: 

Constituency Appeals’ and thus amend the Code as recommended.” 

 

Note: Requires 2/3rds 

 

The Speaker passed the Chair to the President. 

 

Sheldon Goldfarb: 

 This would allow an appeal to the AMS Elections Committee of a ruling in a 

Constituency election even if there has been no appeal heard in the Constituency. 

 In the Computer Science election, the Election Appeals Committee expressed 

frustration that it couldn’t step in because there had been no appeal in the 

Constituency. 

 In fact, there was no appeals process in the Constituency. 

 This Code change makes it possible for an appeal to come to the AMS in case there is 

no Constituency appeal process. 

 

Saad Shoaib: 

 This also gives the Constituencies more support in an appeal process. 

 Constituencies said they wanted more support. 

 

Mathew Ho: 

 Would appeals come directly to the AMS without Constituency involvement? 

 I hope not. 
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Saad Shoaib: 

 The intention was to allow an appeal in such a situation. 

 It provides an option. 

 

Emily Reid: 

 Was it considered whether to require a time window for appeals? 

 This way, with this proposal, Constituencies can just shove things off to the AMS. 

 I’m worried about extra strain on AMS Elections. 

 

Saad Shoaib 

 This is just another option to provide support. 

 A student can approach the paid staff of the AMS Elections Committee if the elections 

committee in the Constituency is not handling the question. 

 

Emily Reid: 

 Was there consideration of a mandatory appeals period? 

 

Saad Shoaib: 

 I don’t remember.  

 I can follow up.  It should be in the minutes. 

 

Cole Evans: 

 It there are questions, we can table the motion until later in the meeting when Kamil 

(the Chair of the Governance Committee) will be here. 

 

9. MOVED SAAD SHOAIB, SECONDED MATHEW HO:  

 

“That this motion and the following motion be laid on the table until the Governance Chair 

arrives.” 

  … No objections 

 

10. MOVED SAAD SHOAIB, SECONDED COLE EVANS: 

  

From the Governance Committee  

“That Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code Changes 2022: 

Constituency Appeals’ and thus amend the Code as recommended.” 

 

Note: Requires 2/3rds 

… Tabled 

 

11. MOVED KAMIL KANJI, SECONDED  [SCD377-22], [SCD378-22]  

 

From the Governance Committee  

“That Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code Changes 2022: 

Constituency Eligibility’ and thus amend the Code as recommended.” 
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Note: Requires 2/3rds 

… Tabled 

 

The Speaker resumed the Chair. 

 

12. MOVED COLE EVANS, SECONDED MATHEW HO:  

 

“That on the recommendation of the HR Committee Council amend the hours of the Chief 

Electoral Officer to reflect the following: instead of 25 hours a week between 28 February 

2022 and 11 March 2022, 37.5 hours a week; instead of 25 hours a week between 21 March 

2022 and 25 April 2022, 20 hours a week.” 

 

Note: The total number of hours paid remains unchanged. 

 

Cole Evans: 

 The CEO felt they were working more than 25 hours per week now; essentially full time. 

 The HR Committee decided to reallocate hours, keeping the total the same. 

 The CEO was amenable to that compromise. 

 

13. MOVED COLE EVANS, SECONDED MATHEW HO:  

 

“That on the recommendation of the HR Committee Council amend the hours of the Chief 

Electoral Officer to reflect the following: instead of 25 hours a week between 28 February 

2022 and 11 March 2022, 37.5 hours a week; instead of 25 hours a week between 21 March 

2022 and 25 April 2022, 20 hours a week.” 

 

Note: The total number of hours paid remains unchanged. 

  … No objections 

 

J) Constituency and Affiliate Motions 

 

K) Discussions and Consultation 

 

L) President’s Business and Remarks (5 minutes) [SCD379-22]  

 

Cole Evans: 

 The Russian invasion of Ukraine is pretty saddening. 

o The AMS issued a statement. 

 Elections are underway, with two VP’s running. 
o I’ve been taking on added responsibilities for the VP’s. 
o Also helping coordinate the elections. 

 The Strategic Plan is coming along. 

 Grad Class gift: 
o Moving along with mural near the VOC office and Grand Noodle. 
o Signed an agreement. 
o Hope it will be done by the end of the fiscal year. 
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 Referenda: 

o Supplies are in for the Yes campaign.   
 Goodies and stickers. 

o Trying to reach as many students as possible. 
o Not a lot of negative commentary out there, even on the fee increases. 
o The SASC budget projections have been submitted, as requested. 
o The SASC team is working on getting their referendum passed. 

 Less than two months left in the Executive term: thinking about transitioning and 

Orientations. 

 Looking to bring substantive governance changes to the March 23 meeting. 

 Equity team working on Black History Month. 

 

Questions 

Mathew Ho: 

 On the Russia-Ukraine issue, should we push for divestment? 

 

Cole Evans: 

 UBC investments are hard to make discretionary changes to. 

 They have legal constraints. 

 Geopolitical issues are hard to get consent for. 

 They were able to divest from fossil fuels by saying that was better for the Endowment. 

 As to divesting in other situations, UBC has said it can’t without consent from the 

donors. 

 Of course, we bring these things up with UBC. 

 I’m meeting with the VP Students Office about assisting Ukrainian students on campus. 

 

Mathew Ho: 

 I think there is an argument to be made around Russian investments on a financial 

sustainability basis. 

 

Cole Evans: 

 I can’t speak for the University. 

 In an ideal world, one could divest from Russian companies, but it’s not that easy. 

 I can check with UBC again. 

 Even if they can divest, it would probably take time. 

 Russia is very energy focused and UBC has already divested from fossil fuels. 

 The AMS is also fully divested from fossil fuels and we don’t have Russian assets. 

 

M) Executive Business and Remarks (3 minutes each) 

 

VP Finance – Mary Gan  

 Funds and fees report is done. 

 Going to start work on the budget for next year. 

 Fincom approved $88,000 from the Resource Group Fund to train organizers. 

 Troubleshooting financial issues for clubs and Constituencies. 
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VP Administration – Lauren Benson 

 I missed last Council because I was taking down the Clubs Days displays. 

o Clubs Days was very successful. 

o Lots of engagement. 

o Having it on Main Mall and having music helped. 

 Soapstand boothed today.  

 Sustainability held an event with SEEDS about climate-friendly food labels. 

 Sensory Room. 

 Hatch working on next exhibit. 

 Commons going well: 

o Programing for club presidents and commuter students. 

 

Questions 

Katherine Feng: 

 Was Clubs Days during Reading Week? 

 

Lauren Benson: 

 No, the week before. 

 

VP External Affairs – Saad Shoaib  

 U-Pass exemptions closed. 

 Creating an implementation plan for Utile on housing. 

 Met with the provincial student housing committee about best practices on rent 

increases, evictions, and sexualized violence. 

 

Student Services Manager – Mitchell Prost 

 Food Bank: 

o Report on more diverse food offerings. 

o Collaborating with two groups for fundraising. 

o Will be doing Food for Fines. 

 Peer Support boothing: 

o Substance abuse, fentanyl test strips. 

o Information on harm reduction. 

 eHub: 

o Preparing for next Get Seeded event. 

 Safewalk: 

o Working with UBC Accessibility about accessible transport. 

 Housing: 

o Creating workshops about off-campus housing. 

 Revamping hiring process to create more equity. 

 Working on Services draft budget. 

 New Services data collection system. 

 

Lorris Leung: 

 Please help in promoting the SASC referendum. 
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Cole Evans: 

 Let’s add a Discussion Topic on referendum promotion and Block Party tickets. 

 

Managing Director – Keith Hester 

 Block Party is at 5700 tickets sold, or 95% of capacity. 

 Tonight is our first Pit Night in a long time. 

o Going to be wild, so be careful. 

 Departmental plans for the next fiscal year. 

 10,000 tote bags at the outlets, a sustainability initiative. 

 Distributing free KN95 masks and rapid test kits. 

 Surveys. 

o Employees survey going out this week. 

o Service specific survey will be done in late March. 

 

N) Committee Reports (3 minutes each) 

 

Steering Committee – Cole Evans 

 Meeting about Council agendas. 

 Will probably discuss transition plans. 

 Shout out to Eshana on getting test kits for asymptomatic students. 

o We have gotten positive feedback on the test kits. 

 

Finance Committee – Mary Gan [SCD380-22], [SCD381-22] 

 Funds and fees report 

 SPF applications being reviewed. 

 Resource Groups proposal. 

 

Governance Committee – Kamil Kanji [SCD382-22] 

 No report (at election debate). 

 

Operations Committee –  Lauren Benson 

 Going over club applications and club expenditures 

 Charging clubs for damage in the Nest. 

 

Student Life Committee – Aryan Mishra 

 Working on first year committee report. 

 Having trouble getting a full meeting. 

 

Advisory Board – Cole Evans  

 Meeting in a couple of weeks. 

 Haven’t met since December because of scheduling. 

 Have been meeting with my advisory board member; each Executive has an assigned 

member. 

 Vacancy to fill. 
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Extraordinary Committee on Affiliate institutions – Lauren Benson 

 Haven’t had our semester meeting. 

 

Ad Hoc Brewery Committee – Cole Evans 

 No updates. 

 

O) Report from Presidents Council (3 minutes) 

 

Cole Evans: 

 Met in February about elections. 

 AUS is hosting next week: 

o Year end event planning. 

 Some background on Block Party: 

o It came from the Arts County Fair that the AUS used to organize. 

o The Greek Village still celebrates ACF without calling it Arts County Fair. 

 

P) Board of Governors, Senate and Ombudsperson Reports (3 minutes each) 

 

Q)  Historical Update (10 minutes each) 

 

Sheldon Goldfarb 

 The Russian invasion of Ukraine reminded me of when Russia invade Hungary in 

1956, which had a very direct UBC connection because the upshot was that a 

Hungarian Forestry School fled and ended up relocating at UBC. 

 Before that, the 1956 Russian invasion became a topic of debate at AMS Council over 

what if anything should be done to help Hungarian refugees. 

o Council eventually voted to raise money and hold a clothing drive. 

 But the big result was the Hungarian Forestry School (called the Sopron School of 

Forestry) showing up on campus: professors, students, and all. 

 For the next four years Sopron at UBC functioned as a parallel forestry school to UBC’s 

already existing Faculty of Forestry 

 Not too long ago I had an inquiry from the Hungarian Broadcasting Corporation about 

Sopron at UBC for a documentary they were doing on Kalman Roller, the dean of 

Sopron. 

 

Questions 

Emily Reid: 

 Why just forestry? 

 

Ananya Swaminathan 

 Was it a forestry university? 

 

Sheldon Goldfarb: 

 I think it was a regular university, and just the Forestry School escaped. 
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R) Other Business, Including in Camera Discussions, Notices of Motions and 

Submissions 

 

Elections Event 

Katherine Feng: 

 Elections hosted an event that used student money. 

 The idea was to increase awareness, which I appreciate, but since they used student 

funds, there should be a report. 

o The report could help the next committee. 

 

14. MOVED KATHERINE FENG, SECONDED MICAH MIZUSHIMA:  

 

“That the agenda be amended to add a motion on the election event.” 

 … No objections 

 

15. MOVED KATHERINE FENG, SECONDED ESHANA BHANGU: 

  

“Be it resolved that the Elections Committee produce a report on its pre-election event at the 

Gallery by the April 6th Council meeting 

 

Be it further resolved that the report include information about the purpose of the event, 

expenses, attendance, and an assessment of how election awareness/engagement was 

impacted and reflections on what went well and what didn’t.” 

   … No objections 

 

Election Nominations 

Katherine Feng: 

 The election nomination process could have been handled better this year. 

 There was confusion between UBC’s role and the AMS’s role. 

 What training was provided to the Elections team, particularly on Senate elections? 

 The board positions for the Student Legal Fund Society (SLFS) were not filled: no one 

was nominated. 

 

Cole Evans: 

 Am investigating. 

 On the SLFS issue, this is probably equally an SLFS problem:  

o They’re a separate organization. 

o  It is not our responsibility to make sure their candidates are nominated. 

 The Senate issue is different. 

 It’s not an AMS election, but it involves student representation, and is important. 

 

Julia Burnham: 

 Do we even know how the Senate elections are being run this year? 

 

Mathew Ho: 

 This year they are largely uncontested. 
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Julia Burnham: 

 That’s alarming. 

 We don’t even know what is currently happening, never mind why it’s happening. 

 

Mathew Ho: 

 It’s crucial to make sure people are aware. 

 In the past Senate nominations closed after the AMS elections. 

 It’s concerning that the nomination period has shifted. 

 This was not clearly communicated. 

 

Keanna Yu: 

 I am not criticizing this year’s election team, but this is an opportunity to improve the 

process for next year. 

 I’m a Senator myself and got very little information. 

 

16. MOVED KATHERINE FENG, SECONDED MATHEW HO:  

 

“That the agenda be amended to add a motion on getting a report from the Elections 

Committee on nominations.” 

 

Julia Burnham: 

 Just the Elections Committee? 

 I think we should add the President and his office. 

 

17. MOVED KATHERINE FENG, SECONDED MATHEW HO:  

 

“That the agenda be amended to add a motion on getting a report from the Elections 

Committee and the President’s office on nominations.” 

… No objections 

 

18. MOVED KATHERINE FENG, SECONDED GABRIELLE MATHESON:  

 

“That the President and/or the President’s office staff work with the Elections Committee to 

produce a report on this year’s nomination and communication process for student senator 

candidates and SLFS board candidates by the April 6th Council meeting.” 

   … No objections 

 

Election endorsements 

Mathew Ho: 

 I’m not sure what the process is this year for Councillors endorsing candidates. 

 

Cole Evans: 

 I don’t have the answer. 

 It’s all the Elections Committee. 

 



AMS of UBC Vancouver   March 2, 2022  

PLACE: Remote Meeting                                               Zoom   

Minutes of Student Council     Page 15 of 20 

 
Referendum Planning and Block Party  

Cole Evans: 

 A chance to get free Block Party tickets. 

 Promote the referenda and get a ticket to Block Party. 

 You must perform a task. 

 Even if you don’t want a Block Party ticket we expect you to promote the referendum 

questions. 

 We will email an action plan 

 

Side Note on UBC Investments (Cole Evans): 

 I’ve been in touch with UBC and am told that UBC has no direct investments in 

Russian or Belarus. 

 UBC complies with all Canadian regulations.  

 

Back to Referendum Planning and Block Party  

Cole Quist: 

 Why isn’t there more information on the referendum questions on the website? 

 The questions themselves aren’t even listed. 

 

Cole Evans: 

 We will definitely make sure they’re added. 

 This promotion will be ramped up next week. 

 

Emily Reid: 

 What do we do if people we represent don’t support the question? 

 Where does fiduciary duty cross representative responsibilities? 

 

Cole Evans: 

 I’d still say AMS Council has endorsed the referendum. 

 

19. MOVED KATHERINE FENG, SECONDED ESHANA BHANGU:  

 

“That the Governance Committee motions be brought back from the table.” 

    … No objections 

 

20. MOVED SAAD SHOAIB, SECONDED COLE EVANS: [SCD375-22], [SCD376-22] 

 

From the Governance Committee  

“That Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code Changes 2022: 

Constituency Appeals’ and thus amend the Code as recommended.” 

 

Note: Requires 2/3rds 

 

Kamil Kanji: 

 This is based on a report from the Election Appeals Committee. 
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 It identified the fact that if a Constituency violates its own rules, the Elections 

Committee can’t step in. 

 Essentially, this still says the first step is to do an appeal within the Constituency, but if 

nothing happens, if there is no appeal within the Constituency, then the issue can go 

directly to the AMS Elections Committee. 

 

The Speaker, being the chair of the Election Appeals Committee, recused himself and 

passed the Chair to the President. 

 

Emily Reid: 

 One of the points of contention was that Science doesn’t require an appeal period. 

 Was it considered that AMS Code be amended to require an appeal period as another 

way to fix this situation? 

 

Kamil Kanji: 

 I don’t believe that was a consideration. 

 If you feel we should look at this, we can, but I think the current Code change 

addresses the problem. 

 

Gabrielle Matheson: 

 How would this work in practice? 

 Could candidates choose whether to appeal within their Constituency or to go direct to 

the AMS? 

 

Kamil Kanji 

 We would encourage them to appeal within their Constituency first, but if that appeal is 

not heard in a reasonable time or there is no appeal process provided for, they could 

come direct to the AMS. 

 

Gabrielle Matheson: 

 This will be made clear to students? 

 

Kamil Kanji: 

 This is up to the Elections Committee. 

 

Mathew Ho: 

 How will this work operationally? 

 How will it be determined if a reasonable time has passed? 

 

Kamil Kanji: 

 The Elections Committee will decide. 

 

Neal Cameron: 

 As chair of the Elections Appeal Committee, I can report that the appeals committee 

felt it couldn’t act because there was no internal appeal process in the Constituency. 

 This Code change is a pretty direct response to that problem. 
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Max Holmes: 

 We are getting too granular. 

 We need to look at the change itself, not how it will be implemented. 

 This is a simple change that would help with the election process. 

 

Keanna Yu: 

 Is there a way to add that the candidate needs to make reasonable attempts to contact 

their Constituency’s appeal committee? 

 I’m concerned that this change might allow the AMS to overstep. 

 

Sheldon Goldfarb: 

 On Emily’s suggestion to add something requiring Constituencies to have appeal 

procedures, that is already in Code. 

 

Mathew Ho: 

 So they are violating Code. 

 

Max Holmes: 

 Yes, but they often don’t realize this. 

 

Neal Cameron: 

 We need to afford discretion to the AMS Elections Committee. 

 The way the amendment is written makes it clear this is a last resort. 

 We give responsibility to the Constituencies, but allow the AMS to provide another 

venue for appeals if a Constituency does not provide one. 

 

21. MOVED SAAD SHOAIB, SECONDED COLE EVANS:  

 

From the Governance Committee  

“That Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code Changes 2022: 

Constituency Appeals’ and thus amend the Code as recommended.” 

 

Note: Requires 2/3rds 

 … Carried  

 

For (18): Eshana Bhangu, Lauren Benson, Mary Gan, Cole Quist, Romina Hajizadeh, 

Mathew Ho, Kamil Kanji, Emily Reid, Ezra Yu, Carmen Watson, Ivran Rai, Gabrielle 

Matheson, Micah Mizushima, Kiera Vandeborne, Katherine Feng, Avery Chan, 

Jonathan De Souza, Shadia Qubti 

 

22. MOVED KAMIL KANJI, SECONDED SAAD SHOAIB:  [SCD377-22], [SCD378-22]  

 

From the Governance Committee  

“That Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code Changes 2022: 

Constituency Eligibility’ and thus amend the Code as recommended.” 



AMS of UBC Vancouver   March 2, 2022  

PLACE: Remote Meeting                                               Zoom   

Minutes of Student Council     Page 18 of 20 

 
 

Note: Requires 2/3rds 

 

Kamil Kanji 

 This is another response to the Election Appeals Committee, which was asking us to 

clarify the Code. 

 Currently Code says a Constituency can have different rules for who can run and who 

can vote. 

 In the Computer Science election that’s what happened (only Computer Science 

students could vote, but non-Computer Science students could run). 

 This fixes that, requiring the same rule for running and voting. 

 Still maintaining Constituency autonomy. 

 

Neal Cameron: 

 It’s ridiculous that people can run in elections they can’t vote in. 

 

23. MOVED KAMIL KANJI, SECONDED SAAD SHOAIB:    

 

From the Governance Committee  

“That Council adopt the report of the Governance Committee entitled ‘Code Changes 2022: 

Constituency Eligibility’ and thus amend the Code as recommended.” 

 

Note: Requires 2/3rds 

  … Carried  

 

For (16): Eshana Bhangu, Lauren Benson, Mary Gan, Cole Quist, Romina Hajizadeh, 

Mathew Ho, Kamil Kanji, Emily Reid, Ezra Yu, Carmen Watson, Ivran Rai, Micah 

Mizushima, Kiera Vandeborne, Katherine Feng, Avery Chan, Shadia Qubti 

 

S) Next Meeting and Adjournment 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:48 pm. 

 

Next Meeting of Council March 23, 2022 
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Votes and Attendance 
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Eligib
ility 

Neal Cameron Speaker X    

Cole Evans President X Y   

Eshana Bhangu VP Academic X  Y Y 

Lauren Benson VP Admin X Y Y Y 

Mary Gan VP Finance X  Y Y 

Saad Shoaib VP External X    

Mitchell Prost 
Student 
Services 
Manager 

X 
   

Cole Quist Architecture X Y Y Y 

Romina Hajizadeh Arts X  Y Y 

Mathew Ho Arts X Y Y Y 

Kamil Kanji Arts X  Y Y 

Sanjana Bedi Arts X    

Aryan Mishra Arts X    

 Audiology     

Max Holmes BoG X    

Georgia Yee BoG     

Grace Lee  Commerce     

Jason Liao Commerce     

Jasneet Bal Dentistry X    

Sadhvi Sail Economics X    

Jade Law Education X    

Emily Reid Engineering X Y Y Y 

Ananya Swaminathan Engineering X    

Joey Yang Forestry X    

Ezra Yu GSS X  Y Y 
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Carmen Watson GSS X  Y Y 

 GSS     

 GSS     

Sabrina Moshenko 
Indigenous 

Seat 
 

   

 Journalism     

Ivran Rai Kinesiology X Y Y Y 

Gabrielle Matheson Law X Y Y  

Micah Mizushima LFS X Y Y Y 

Sophie Penniman 
Library-
Archival 

X 
Y   

Emily Gubski Medicine X    

Teddy O’Donnell Music X Y   

Ayo Lado Nursing X    

Grace Li Pharmacy X    

Kiera Vandeborne Planning X Y Y Y 

Oluwakemi Oke Ombudsperson     

 Regent     

Minaho Chiew Science X A   

Rebecca Liu Science X    

Katherine Feng Science X Y Y Y 

Avery Chan Science X Y Y Y 

Julia Burnham Senate X    

Keanna Yu Senate X    

 Social Work     

Jonathan De Souza St Mark's X  Y  

Shadia Qubti VST X Y Y Y 

 


