
Office of the Vice President External Affairs
AMS Executive Goals 2022-2023

Goal 1: Financial Affordability and Aid

Affordable education is key to student success, and in believing that every student should have

equitable and accessible ways to attain their post-secondary education, the Vice President

External Afffairs Office will advocate for increased funding for the BC Access Grant and Canada

Student Grant, creation of Equity Based Grants, lower tuition increases, and student debt

removal.

● Action Item I: Ensure that UBC students’ voices are heard in the Post-Secondary Funding

Formula Review’s engagement process through advocating for more post-secondary

institutional funding to be able to directly impact and lower tuition increases

● Action Item II: Federally advocate for a permanent removal of student debt by

expanding the Repayment Assistance Plan

● Action Item III: Publish a policy paper with recommendations on the creation of Equity

Based Grants to signal the need for province-wide investment into research on systemic

barriers to education faced by marginalized groups, with an emphasis on intersectionality,

to create a permanent equity based grant.

● Action Item IV: Advocating alongside the Undergraduates of Canadian Research

Intensive Universities (UCRU) to make the doubling of the Canada Student Grant from

$3000 to $6000 permanent

● Action Item V: Through the BC Budget Consultation, advocate for both an increase in the

maximum grant amount and expansion of the income eligibility threshold of the BC

Access Grant

● Action Item VI: Work with the GSS to make the BC Graduate Student Scholarship

permanent
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Goal 2: Housing Affordability

With rising cost of living and subsequently rising cost of housing, ensuring that students have

accessible, affordable, and livable housing is more pertinent than ever. To that end, the Vice

President External Afffairs Office will continue as it has for many years to lobby for an increased

shelter allowance as well as a growing vibrant community that students can live, work, and play

in.

● Action Item I: Lobby for an increase in the shelter allowance of the Student Living

Allowance program through the BC Budget Consultation

● Action Item II: Advocate for additional funding to the BC Student Housing Loan

Program for post-secondary institutions to be able to build more affordable student

housing for the next generations of students

● Action Item III: Work with the Vice President Academic and University Affairs on Campus

Vision 2050, promoting the creation of more affordable housing

Goal 3: Student Employment

Even as we move out of the pandemic, the lost student jobs in this time still have not returned in

full force. In line with that, there needs to be a consistent and increased funding directed towards

creating more co-op and work-integrated learning positions.

● Action Item I: Advocating for an increased and permanent funding that will expand co-op

and work-integrated learning programs, creating more job opportunities for students
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Goal 4: Wellness and Safety

An integral piece to the student experience is cultivating a safe environment where students can

thrive in. The Vice President External Affairs Office priortises consistent and accessible care

beyond physical needs through lobbying for more funding to empower groups dedicated to

fighting sexualised violence, promoting free and nuanced mental health services, and

systemically supporting harm reduction initiatives.

● Action Item I: In line with upholding the Sexual Violence and Misconduct Policy Act, lobby

for provincial funding dedicated to ending gender-based and sexualized violence at

post-secondary institutions and concretize the minimum standards for post-secondary

institutional sexual violence policies

● Action Item II: Launch a campaign promoting Here2Talk, a free 24/7 mental health

service to increase student awareness

● Action Item III: Send a submission to and work with the Ministry of Advanced Education

and Skills Training to recommend that mental health services include targeted support

for marginalized and undersupported communities

● Action Item IV: Advocate to the Ministry of Mental Health and Addiction alongside other

student unions and groups to commit more systemic support and harm reduction

training to campus groups
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Goal 5: Accessibility and Transit

Better transit solutions and accessibility continue to be at the forefront of student concerns,

which the Vice President External Affairs Office pledges to continue to advocate for through

securing capital funding for the Skytrain to UBC, expanding UPass eligibility, and ensuring

students with disabilities are equitably eligible for financial grants.

● Action Item I: Continue to work with UBC Rapid Transit to secure capital funding for the

Skytrain to UBC extension, ensuring that it will be built as soon as possible to avoid the

projected over capacity of the Broadway Extension

● Action Item II: Work with the U-Pass Advisory Committee (UAC) into exploring ways that

the UPass can be more affordable and have an expanded exemption eligibility

● Action Item III: Lobby for students with disabilities to receive consistent and equitable

recognition in their grant status and eligibility

Goal 6: Climate Action

We have heard the call from students for movement on the federal government’s climate action

goals and so will hold them accountable to them.

● Action Item I: Hold the federal government accountable to its 2030 Climate Goals

through written submissions and working alongside UCRU
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Goal 7: International Student Support

International students continuously add economical and cultural value to our community and the

country, and there is a pressing need to recognize that in concrete ways and remove barriers

that place them at a disadvantage. The Vice President External Affairs Office will work with

UCRU to create easier pathways for them to attain permanent residency status, be included in

student employment funding, and advocate for tuition predictability measures.

● Action Item I: Advocate that the federal government include international students’

full-time work experiences to count in the eligibility for the Canadian Experience Class

Express Entry (CECEE)

● Action Item II: In reference to the Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Training

mandate letter on “strengthening the tuition limit policy”, advocate for tuition

predictability measures for international students

● Action Item III: Through the BC Budget Consultation, include international students in the

eligibility for government funded co-op and work-integrated learning programs

Goal 8: Indigenous Student Support

Working alongside and for Indigenous students remains an active and conscious priority in the

Vice President External Affairs Office in guiding future advocacy. There is also a need to support

our Indigenous community through a renewal of the funding for the Post-Secondary Student

Support Program.

● Action Item I: Work with Indigenous individuals, representatives, and communities on

both provincial and federal lobbying priorities

● Action Item II: Lobby the federal government for increased and consistent funding for the

Post-Secondary Student Support Program after the current investment ends in 2024.
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Goal 9: Engagement, Transparency, and Accountability

Engagement, transparency, and accountability are ever-evolving aspects that allows the AMS to

connect with the students it serves and so must be top of mind for the Vice President External

Affairs. Through the municipal elections, Student Union Development Summit, and overall social

media engagement, it allows the bridge between students and the AMS to be strengthened.

● Action Item I: In the upcoming Municipal Elections, promote a Get Out the Vote

campaign that is informational and accessible, as well as ensure that the student voice is

heard

● Action Item II: Host a successful Student Union Development Summit (SUDS) where

student leaders will be able to develop professionally  and network with one another,

creating stronger and more cohesive advocacy

● Action Item III: Consistently engage with students through social media regarding

advocacy progress, community consultations, and general updates on the External Affairs

Offices’ projects

● Action Item IV: Send out a quarterly update report on the various projects and lobbying

the External Affairs Office has done
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