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Update for Council on August 17th, 2022

- Submitted a written submission on the Opioid Crisis to the Select Standing Committee

on Health

- Consulted various campus groups and external groups

- Get Your Drugs Tested; BC Center on Substance Use; BC Center for

Disease Control; HIM - Health Initiative for Men

- Representatives from Social Justice Center; Canadian Students for

Sensible Drug Policy

- Recommendations:

- Create a comprehensive, standardized educational plan and toolkits

targeted towards post-secondary students with information on harm

reduction resources, services, and safer substance use strategies.

- In consideration of the province’s newly mandated program on drug

decriminalization for simple possession, we urge the government to listen

to the concerns of substance users, advocates, and harm reduction

organizations regarding the 2.5g threshold. We also ask the province to

shift their investments into community-based alternatives rather than

relying on heavy police involvement.

- Scale-up drug testing as an emergency intervention through continued

support for drug checking initiatives, as well as provide fentanyl drug test

strips to pharmacies across BC for distribution to increase accessibility and

normalization of drug checking services.

- Hosted SUDS, which was attended by over 130 delegates from over 35 Canadian

post-secondary institutions

- Exploring immediate free prescription contraceptive access for students alongside the

Access BC Campaign and the AMS

- Currently writing a submission on the Funding Formula Review
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- Exploring creating a UPass Opt-In, in addition to the UPass Exemption & Subsidy the AMS

provided

- Finalizing the municipal election Get Out The Vote campaign

- Speaking to candidates about engaging with students on-campus

- Completing official registration to be a Third Party Sponsor (when an organization

promotes voting in the municipal election but remains non-partisan)

- Had one-on-one chats with UCRU institutions & will be finalizing priorities by end of

August and recommendations for Federal Lobby Week by September


