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Agenda of the AMS Governance Committee
(Agenda for August 22 at 5pm | Zoom link)

Attendance

Present: Audrey Chow (Chair), Alina Bhimji (Vice Chair), Sheldon Goldfarb (Archivist and
Clerk of Council), Cissy Zhang, Georgia Yee, Kamil Kanji (Proxy for Eshana)

Regrets: Rachel Kim
Guests:
Recording Secretary: Alina Bhimyji

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 5:02 pm
Territorial Acknowledgement
Approval of the Agenda

Moved: Alina Seconded: Kamil

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the agenda be adopted as presented.”



Agenda Items
1. Approval of Minutes
Moved: Cissy Seconded: Alina

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Governance Committee meeting minutes of August
15, 2022 are approved as presented.”

2. Elections Appeal Committee Structure

Audrey: neal and ombuds gave the same recommendation - elections appeals side will
be able to have a representative as well.

Sheldon added line 7 which says any councillor who knows someone running in the
election cannot be on the election appeals com.

If we are all good with this we can approve it and move on.

“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Governance Committee accepts the document
entitled ‘Code Changes 2022: Elections Appeals Committee August 15th’ and
recommend to Council that the motion be adopted as presented.”

Moved: Cissy Seconded: Audrey
Unanimous consent.

3. Senate contract MoU
Audrey: | think this looks fine. Sheldon can you give us an overview

Sheldon: this contract says the AMS will run senator elections. It used to be that
constituencies would run the senator elections. It got a little dicey because there’s a
senator for applied science, which is run by the EUS, but represents other students - not
engineering. So UBC took the elections back, but turnout was low. So last year Olivia
drafted this contract with UBC about taking back the elections.

Kamil: from what | remember there were concerns about the timelines of the election.
Because constituencies all run their elections at different times. And they don’t want their
elections to run at the same time as other constituencies. | remember Cole was going to



bring it to president’s council but I'm not sure if he did. | would recommend we talk to
president’s council again to discuss it first before going forward.

Audrey: I'll email Eshana about that then.
With the contract we have now, the thinking it is going to go through AMS elections, not
the constituencies?

Audrey: so all senators will be in this election?

Kamil: yes
About the timeline, | think it will be at the same time as our general election.

Audrey: so it sounds like we need to bring this to president’s council first.

Kamil: yes and have a discussion about the timelines and how to resolve that issue.

Audrey: summary of last week - concerns:
1) UBC providing written notice for taking back elections - addressed
2) Senators wanting election after general elections
3) Students have been vocal about having it after, not with, the general AMS election
(1115/21)
Another small thing is that we need to change CEO to EA.
So what do we think about the timeline issue?

Kamil: from the conversations I've had, people wanted it after the general - but after is
also a little difficult because elections com is usually dissolved.

According to the contract it says they should all be completed by March 31 so we can
have different timelines.

Sheldon: there is also a line saying all timelines can be decided by AMS elections.

Kamil: so | guess the elections com can decide to do them alongside constituency
elections but then it’s kind of like what’s the point?

Audrey: | wouldn’t put them at the same time

Kamil: | know last year Cole thought we should have it at the same time as AMS general
election but people were unhappy with that



Audrye: can we do constituency > senate > general?

Kamil: but constituencies are all at different times so we can’t really do that

Sheldon: it sounds like this needs to go to president’s council

Kamil: can it go from pres council to council?

Sheldon: If we’re making changes we have to take it to UBC again because it’s a
contract.

Audrey: so we’ll let president’s council look at this.

4. SR1- Privacy

Sheldon: this policy lays out how we are following PIPA. We sent it to the lawyers a few
years ago and then | tweaked it to fit our format.

Audrey: so if we were to review this, we would just send it to lawyers again?

Sheldon: the com can take a look and ask questions and then send it to lawyers.

The basic principle is that we get informed consent from students - the basic rule of PIPA.
students also have the right to look at the personal info we are holding of theirs. There's
also a lot of detail on how we use the information.

If you want, for next time | can go through and make a summary?

Audrey: yes.
If PIPA is amended or changed, we also have to change this policy?

Sheldon: yes depending on what the amendments are.

Audrey: | think there were amendments in 2020 and this was last reviewed in 2019.

Sheldon: | will definitely look at that.



5. Elections
a. Misc - we didn’t get to these last time
i.  Pronouns on ballots
1. Idea from a past EA
2. Suggested pronouns in brackets next to candidate names
a. “Nothing in code says they are required or not
allowed” (11/8/2021)

Sheldon: | remember Olivia saying there was a conversation with UBC and they said it
was fine.

There’s a clause about adding other things on the ballot besides name.

s.9a(6)

Audrey: | think we could add a line saying they can add pronouns but | don't think we
should force anything.

Sheldon: I'll draft that.

Audrey: we also wanted to talk about posters again.

Kamil: there are very strong opinions about that.

Sheldon: we used to have posters, but they were banned a few years ago. Then they

brought it up again last year. But the council meeting didn’t go well - there are very
strong opinions about it.

Next Meeting
The next meeting is Monday, August 22nd @ 5:00 pm.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 5:38 pm.



