
CODE CHANGES 2022: REFERENDUM CAMPAIGNING 

 

TO: Council   
FROM: Governance Committee 
November 2022 
 
Amendment to prescribe that everyone taking part in referendum campaigns be an 
Active Member (student). 
 
Additions are indicated by bold italics.   

Article 4. Referendum Regulations 

1. The Elections Committee shall conduct Society referenda in accordance with Bylaw 4, the 

applicable portions of these Electoral Procedures, and other rules and regulations developed by 

the Committee, provided that those rules and regulations are consistent with the Constitution, 

Bylaws and Code of the Society. 

… 

7. Neutrality 

(a) The Society shall be neutral in all referenda unless Council decides by resolution to support a 

side. Council may only support one side in a referendum. 

(b) If Council does not decide to support a side in a referendum, then none of the Society’s 

offices, materials, or resources, as described in Article 2(8) above, may be used by either side in 

the referendum. 

(c) If Council decides to support a side, it must abide by all campaign rules set out in the Code or 

in the Referendum Handbook. It must also make public its campaign expenditures. 

8. Yes and No committees: 

(a) The Elections Committee shall allocate $1,000 for reimbursement of expenses for one Yes 

committee and $1,000 for reimbursement of expenses for one No committee in every 

referendum. 

(b) To qualify for funding, a Yes or No committee must: 

(i) obtain a copy of the referendum handbook referred to in paragraph 9 below; and 

(ii) submit to the Elections Committee a petition for funding before voting has begun on 

which must appear the following: 



1) the signatures and student numbers of at least one hundred and fifty (150) Active 

Members; 

2) a list of the members of the Yes and No Committee identifying them as members of that 

committee; and 

3) a budget outlining any proposed expenditures. 

(c) The Elections Committee shall verify through the Registrar’s office that the names and 

numbers appearing on petitions presented in accordance with paragraph (b) above are those of 

Active Members. 

(d) In the case of a referendum initiated by petition, the petitioning side shall be deemed to have 

fulfilled the requirements of paragraph (b) above, provided that it includes on the petition for a 

referendum a list of committee members as required by paragraph (b). 

(e) When originally submitting its petition for funding, a Yes or No committee must consist of 

five members, all of whom must be Active Members. If the committee fulfills the 

requirements of this Article, the Elections Committee shall designate it as the body entitled to 

receive referendum funding. Notwithstanding this provision, the Elections Committee may 

decide to put a different committee in place or to add or subtract members from the original 

committee so long as all the members of the reconstituted Yes or No committee are 
Active Members. 

(f) A committee must submit an application for reimbursement and supporting receipts to the 

Elections Committee in order to receive reimbursement. 

(g) The Elections Committee shall publicize the availability of funding for Yes and No 

committees by means of advertisements appearing on the Committee’s and the Society’s social 

media sites within two (2) business days of the receipt of a referendum petition by the Vice-

President Academic and University Affairs or the passing of a motion by Council calling for a 

referendum. 

9. Anyone taking part in campaigning of any sort during a referendum must be an 

Active Member.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, no one who is 

not an Active Member may organize campaigning, recruit campaigners, or 

circulate campaign material, and the offices, materials, and resources of the 

University or any other outside body may not be used to assist campaigning.  

 

 

 

 

 

Commented [SG1]: Is this too strict?  Where would 
the No side meet? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


