
  

 

Office of the VP External Affairs 

Report to Council, November 23, 2022 

 

Federal Wins 

● Permanent removal of student loan interest in Canada Student Loans and 

Canada Apprentice Loans 

● Repayment Assistance Plan zero-payment income threshold increased from 

$25,000 to $40,000 and cap on monthly payments has been decreased from 

20% to 10% of household income  

● Removal of limit to off-campus working hours for international students  

 

Federal Lobby Week 

● Finished writing fully brief of priorities  

● Setting up meetings with all different MPs  

● Organizing training, scheduling, and teams of lobby week 

 

UPass Summer Opt-In Program 

● Confirmed funding to begin mapping out eligibility, logistics, and timeline 

 

Municipal Research 

● Conducted research on newly elected municipal officials and curating contacts 

and meeting agendas  

 

Ukrainian Student Support  

● Met with USU and UBC to discuss Ukrainian student support from the Ministry of 

Advanced Education and Skills Training 

 

Tuition Increase Opposition 

● Working with the President, VPAUA, and other campus groups to organize a 

tuition increase opposition 

 

International Student Health Fee  

● Working towards removing MSP fees and universal healthcare for international 

students, who have had to pay double since the removal of fees for BC residents 

 

Equity Based Grants  

● Alongside SEEDS and UBC IRES, launched a survey for equity based grants that 

received over 50 respondents to date  


